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written you in a way that your simple answer might help him.
I wish you would consider whether: you cannot assist that far,
without impropriety. I know it is a delicate matter; and I do
not wish to press you beyond your own judgment.

Yours as ever,

A.  LINCOLN.1

1 The manuscript of the foregoing letter is in the Lambert collection of
Lincolniana. The two following which relate also to Delahay's senatorial aspi-
rations, are in the collection of Jesse W. Weik, of Greencastle, Ind.:

D, October 17, 1859.

DEAK DELAHAY: Your letter requesting me to drop a line in your favor to
Gen. Lane was duly received. I have thought it over, and concluded it is not
the best way. Any open attempt on my part would injure you; and if the
object merely be to assure Gen. Lane of my friendship for you, show him the
letter herewith enclosed. I never saw him, or corresponded with him; so that a
letter directly from me to him, would run a great hazard of doing harm to both
you and me,

As to the pecuniary matter, about which you formerly wrote me, I again
appealed to our friend Turner by letter, but he never answered. I can but
repeat to you that I am so pressed myself, as to be unable to assist you, unless I
could get it from him.

Yours as ever,
(Enclosure)                                                                      A. LINCOLN.

17, 1859.
M. W. DELAHAY, ESQ.,

MY DEAH SIE: I hear your name mentioned for one of the seats in the U.S.
Senate from your new state. I certainly would be gratified with your success;
and if there was any proper way for me to give you a lift, I would certainly do
it. But, as it is, I can only wish you well. It would be improper for me to
interfere; and if I were to attempt it, it would do you harm.

Your friend, as ever,

A. LINCOLN.
P.S. Is not the election news glorious?

We shall hear of Delahay again.ites
